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RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION 



Sir: 



This Response is submitted in response to the Office Action dated May 8, 2003. 

REMARKS 

In the Office Action, the Patent Office requires Applicant to elect between three alleged 
groups of inventions: I) Claims 1-50; H) Claims 51-54; and HI) Claims 55-60. Further, if an 
election of Group I is made, the Patent Office requires an election of a single alleged species 
directed to^dilof Figs. 1, 2, 4 and 5; Sp ecies II of Fi gs. 3 m& 7; and Species HI of Fig. 6. 
At the outset, Applicant elects, (Wi'thout travers ^, Gro up I, Claims J-5o7 ) Although 



Applicant believes that the election of species requirement is improper and should be withdrawn, 
Applicant piggsjoBajy^dS^ie s pecies directed to Species Ij ^Figs^L^JL^d 5. Applicant 



believes that Claims-1-22, 24-28^1-4V£48^^^ on the elected species. 

However, Applicant respectfully requests that ihe Patent Office reconsider the election of 
species requirement. Indeed, the alleged species relate to different ways in which the FIR and 
negative ion material of the claimed invention can be so constructed and coupled to a fluid line, 
such as a fuel line of an internal combustion engine. Thus, Applicant believes that the alleged 
species are not so different that an examination of all of Claims 1-50 on the merits can be made 
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without placing serious burden upon the Patent Office. Therefore, the election of species 
requirement should be withdrawn. j 

In any event, the Patent Office appears to consider the independent claims associated 
with Claims 1-50 as generic Upon allowance of a generic claim, Applicant will then be entitled 
to consideration of claims to additional species which are written in dependent form or otherwise 
include all of the hrttitations of an allowed generic claim pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.141. 
Atthough the Patent Office refers to Claims 1, 8, 1 S^iKaA 45 as generic, Applicant believes 
that the Patent Office was actually referring to Claims 1, 8, 
Accordingly, Applicant respectfully requests that the record reflect this change. 

If the Patent Office should have any questions regarding this matter, Applicant kindly 
requests that the undersigned attorney of record be contacted directly. 
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